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Foxton Locks & The Grand Union Canal 

Distance: 9.70 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes (some fields contain livestock and horses) 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 125 metres) 

Toilets: At the locations indicated on the map 

Wildlife: Rare pondweeds and a Daubenton’s bat colony 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

Starting location: Free on-street 
parking can be found in the vicinity of the 
Foxton Village Hall, on Middle Street 
(satnav: LE16 7RE).  

1. With your back to the village hall, 

head left along Middle Street (southerly 

direction). The street bears right, then go 

straight over at the crossroads with the 

bridge over the canal. Just over the 

other side, take the signposted footpath, 

joining the towpath along the Grand 

Union Canal. Follow the towpath for 

around 900 metres and you will pass a 

swing bridge before coming to Foxton 

Locks. Keep on the towpath as it bears 

around to the right and goes under a 

‘rainbow’ bridge. Follow the towpath for 

approximately three kilometres, passing 

under 

a number of bridges, including Bridge 64 (Pats Bridge) and Bridge 

65 (Debdale Wharf Bridge).   

2. A little way past Debdale Wharf Marina, there will be a path 

marked up and over the bridge (pictured right). Take this path over 

the bridge. Follow the way-marked 

path along the left side of the field, 

going uphill, through the gap in the hedgerow and out onto a road. Go 

right. After about 400 metres, there will be two signposted paths off to 

the left (pictured left). Take the right-hand path of the two, heading 

towards the edge of the wooded area ahead. The path continues along 

the edge of the wooded. Climb a stile and cross over several fields that 
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may contain horses; keep going roughly straight 

ahead, aiming for the yellow marker posts (pictured 

left). After going through a gate, you will emerge into 

Gumley village. Go left at the road and you will come 

to The Bell Inn pub. Continue on along the road, 

leaving Gumley village. After a couple of hundred 

metres, after heading downhill and just before the 

road begins to go uphill once more, take the 

signposted footpath on 

the left to “Fox 1 mile 

via Locks” (pictured 

right). Follow the path 

ahead, heading roughly straight ahead, coming out onto a road at 

Foxton Locks and The Foxton Locks Inn. Here, cross over the bridge 

ahead and turn immediately left, on a downhill path to a small footbridge 

over the canal/lock. Here, go right along the canal to enter the pub, 

called Bridge 61, or go 

left to continue the walk. 

3. Heading left will take you uphill alongside the 

Foxton Locks (pictured left), which is often very busy 

and popular. At the top lock, continue on along the tow 

path. Cross over the next bridge you come to and go 

left, following the path back in the direction of Foxton 

Locks. Keep going all the way until you get to the 

viewing platform looking out over the remains of the 

Foxton Inclined Plane Boat Lift. 

The Foxton Inclined Plane Boat Lift was built by J & H Gwynne of Hammersmith, London in an 

attempt to facilitate greater transportation of coal and compete with the emerging railways. It 

consisted of two tanks linked by wire 

rope. A steam driven winch at the top 

wound the rope on to one side of its 

drum and simultaneously let it off the 

other, raising and lowering the tanks. 

Each tank was full of water and weighed 

230 tons with or without a boat. Two 

boats or one barge would fit in to each 

tank. The boat lift was mothballed in 1911 as the canal traffic needed to make it economic 

never materialised. By 1928, the machinery was sold for scrap.  
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4. Cross over the bridge immediately before the viewing platform. Go left and downhill, then turn right 

almost immediately and continue downhill, passing The Boilerhouse. Follow the towpath all the way 

down Foxton Locks (this time, you’re on the other side). At the bottom, turn right and walk along the 

road, passing The Foxton Locks Inn, over a bridge and then past a car park. Just past the car park, 

turn right to go through a gate and onto a path heading to Foxton village. After climbing uphill, the 

path comes out onto a road. Go left and follow the road all the way back to where this walk begins. 

Pub 1: The Bell Inn 

The Bell Inn at Gumley is a traditional, English, country pub serving fine, local 

food and a selection of real ales consisting of Landlord, Taylors and 

Woodford’s Wherry. The pub is walker and cyclist-friendly, but its greatest 

asset is arguably its beer garden and al-fresco dining area. View their website 

here.  

Pub 2: The Foxton Locks Inn 

The Foxton Locks Inn is, unsurprisingly, based at the bottom of 

Foxton Locks and is the perfect location to stop and watch the 

canal boats pass, especially in the summer months when you can 

take advantage of the outdoor seating. The Inn boasts a wide 

range of real ales and home-made food although booking is 

advised on a Sunday in particular as the carvery is very popular. 

View their website here.  

Pub 3: Bridge 61 

The smaller of the two pubs situated at the bottom of the famous 

Foxton locks, the pub comprises of a snug with a serving-hatch 

bar and a larger room with wide doors that open out onto the 

waterfront. The garden has barbecue facilities, an ideal spot for 

watching the boats pass by. The pub serves two regular ales as 

well as two guest beers. The pub is also on the national Cask 

Marque Ale Trail.  

Tips 

There are no tips for this walking route. 
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