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Stanwick Lakes & Nene Valley Country Parks 

Distance: 12.69 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 118 metres) 

Toilets: Multiple locations, as indicated 

Wildlife: Guillemot, heron, coot, egret (numerous bird hides on the route) 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Nene Valley Country Parks circular walking route (Google Earth Pro) 

Starting location: At the free car park in Irthlingborough (satnav: Church Street, NN9 5SE).  

1. Exit the car park and head right, towards St. Peter’s Church. As you approach the church gates at 

the end of the road, go left along the road (a footpath marker for the Nene Way is visible in the 

distance). AT the end of the road, turn right, then, at the end of that road, bear left and take the 

signposted footpath out across the field. When you come out onto the main road (the A6), go left 

along the pavement. Cross over at the traffic lights and go left along the pavement. After just a few 

more metres, turn right and follow the path, passing to the left of a large construction/demolition site 

that used to be a football stadium.  

2. When you reach Irthlingborough Lock #17, do not cross over. Instead, take the Nene Way 

alongside the River Nene, so that the river is on your immediate right. Pass by the Rock UK adventure 
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camp. When you pass the tyre swing apparatus on the other side of the River Nene, cross over the 

footbridge ahead. And take the path immediately to the right, passing by the tyre swings, with the 

Nene still on your right, retracing your steps, but on the other side of 

the river. Pass by The Tree House Bird Hide on your right 

(pictured), following the path alongside the now-meandering river. 

When you reach the triangular junction of paths ahead, take the 

right-hand path and pass by the Visitor Centre on your left.  

3. Continue on along the path, aiming 

for the old railway monument of railway 

sleepers (pictured left). Stick to the wide path and continue along, over a 

bridge, passing between three more lakes. At the road, cross straight over 

and then pass under the main road. 

Immediately after crossing over the next 

bridge, take the path off to the left, down 

some stairs (pictured right) and follow it 

along the waterside. When you see the lock, head towards it, taking the 

path alongside it; don’t cross over. After a short way, you’ll come to a 

crossroads of paths; here, go left and cross over the water. 

4. The path will bear slightly right here, ignoring the track ahead, and then a footbridge will take you 

over the main road. On the other side, keep following the path ahead until you come to a road with 

two traffic lights and a pedestrian crossing. Cross straight over and, when you emerge onto a 

residential street, continue straight ahead onto Kings Meadow Lane. When you reach the main road, 

go right along the pavement and follow this road to the Chichele College. 

Chichele College is a rare surviving example of a chantry 

college. It was founded in 1422 by the locally born Henry 

Chichele, Archbishop of Canterbury. Such colleges, common 

in England in the 14th and 15th centuries, were groups of 

priests who shared a communal life which was less strictly 

controlled than that of a monastery. The gatehouse, chapel 

and other remains of the college buildings survive, and the 

chapel is now regularly used for art exhibitions. Entry is free.  

5. Continue on along the main road until you come to our first pub on this 

route, The Griffin, a perfect place to stop for some light lunch. Exit the pub 

and retrace your steps just a few metres and cross over at the lights. Go 

right and then take the first left onto Wharf Road. Follow Wharf Road all the 

way to its end, where you’ll come to two metal gates (pictured left). Go 

through the gates and cross over the bridge, taking the path to the left. 
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6. The path will now take you over a footbridge over the main road again. Immediately over the other 

side, go right along the riverside path, with the river and main road immediately on your right. At the 

end of the lake on your left, the path will bear left, following the shore of the lake. Keep to this path, 

ignoring the path immediately off to the left that is flanked on either 

side by water. At the end of the path, turn left at the T-junction. 

Where the path forks a short way ahead, bear off to the right. After a 

few hundred more metres, the path comes a signboard and junction 

of several paths (pictured left). Here, take the path off to the right that 

heads towards St. Peter’s Church where you started this walk.  

7. Follow the grassy path and bear around to the left after passing the 

electrical station on your left. The path will end at a road; go right and 

cross straight over at the crossroads, onto Hayway. At the end of the road, turn right onto the B571 

and follow it along. After a short way, you will come to our second pub, the Oliver Twist. Leave the 

pub and continue along the B571 until you reach the roundabout, where the car park where you 

started will be on your right. 

 

Pub 1: The Griffin 

 

The Griffin in Higham Ferrers is a ‘proper’ pub; its low beamed ceilings, creaky doors and grand 

fireplaces all add to the feeling that you’ve stepped back into the 17th century. The pub also boasts 

having five ales to select from at any given time and the lunchtime menu is both tasty and reasonably-

priced. You can view their website here. 

 

Pub 2: The Oliver Twist 

The Oliver Twist in Irthlingborough is stone-built pub set back from the main 

street and is ideally-located on this route for a refreshment pit-stop.  

Tips 

There is also free parking available in Higham Ferrers, should you wish to start the walk there. 
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