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Trent Valley & The Baptism of King Edwin 

Distance: 9.11 km 

Difficulty: Easy-to-moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes (one field with livestock) 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 66 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs, only 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The ‘Trent Valley & The Baptism of King Edwin’ circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: at one of the two free car 
parks found on Main Street, just before 
entering the village of Fiskerton (satnav: 
NG25 0UJ).  

1. From the car park, set off along the 

riverside path to the right, so that the River 

Trent is on your left. At The Bromley at 

Fiskerton pub, turn right, walk through the 

car park and go left along the road (Main 

Street). Follow this road until, just before you 
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reach the national speed limit signs, you will find a signposted path 

through a gate on your right (pictured right). Follow this path over several 

stiles. Where the path turns left, take the path to the right over a 

footbridge. You will then come out along the side of a house. 

2. Follow path/road ahead until you come to a T-junction; turn left and 

follow the road along through the village of Morton. After just a short way, 

you will come to the Full Moon Inn. Continue on along the road to leave the village. When the road 

bears to the left, take Gorsy Lane ahead. Pass by Fiskerton Grange (at the crossroads just ahead) 

then take the next left onto a signposted footpath. 

3. Follow the path ahead along the field edge. At the far side of the field, and just past a small wooded 

area, the path turns right and follows another field edge, before bearing left and coming out onto a 

road (Gypsy Lane). Go right and follow Gypsy Lane through an S-bend and all the way into the village 

of Bleasby. Pass the Wagon & Horses and continue along the road. At the T-junction, go left and walk 

along the pavement. At the 4-way junction, just past the lake on your right, go straight-on and head 

down Boat Lane. Follow the lane all the way to the River Trent, at which point you will come to the 

former site of Hazelford Ferry. 

Before the building of the first Gunthorpe Bridge in 1875, Hazelford Ferry was an important crossing 

point over the River Trent. This was the main route to Lincoln and the coast at Grimsby that avoided 

expensive bridges at Newark and Nottingham. The ferry continued operating until well after the second 

world war as a recreational facility Hazelford Ferry. 

This location was thought to be the point where King Charles I crossed the Trent on his way to negotiate 

with the Scots at Southwell, prior to his eventual capture. It was the only part of the Trent close enough 

to Southwell that was fordable at the time and was far enough away from the Scots garrisoned at 

Kelham. 

Perhaps more importantly, it was the site of the baptism of the Saxon court of King Edwin in 627AD. 

King Edwin was king of all England with the exception of Kent and wished to marry Ethelburgh, the 

daughter of Ethelbert king of Kent. The problem being that Edwin was Pagan and Ethelbert being a 

Christian would only allow the marriage if Edwin would convert. Following the marriage on 625AD which 

for the first time unified the whole of England, the court of Edwin descended upon Bleasby, the Trent 

considered to be equidistant from Kent and Northumbria, and were all 

baptised in the shallow waters there by the Roman priest, Paulinus, who 

later became the first Archbishop of York. 

4. At the riverside, go right and follow this path all the way past the 

impressive weir (pictured left) and back to The Bromley at 

Fiskerton and the starting location of this walk.  
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  Pub 1: The Bromley   Pub 2: Full Moon Inn  Pub 3: Wagon & Horses 
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Tips 

All three of the pubs on this route offer excellent, reasonably-priced lunch options and a great 

selection of real ales. However, we recommend trying all three for at least a pint of local brew! 
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