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The Ferry Meadows Circular Trail 

Distance: 14.09 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes (very popular among dog-walkers) 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 274 metres) 

Toilets: At the café and marked pubs only 

Wildlife: Red kite 

Endomondo GPS track: Download here 

 

 

The Ferry Meadows circular walking trail (Google Maps) 

Starting location: at The Windmill pub car park (satnav: 29 Cherry Orton Road, PE2 5EQ). We 
parked here because we had a Sunday lunch there after the walk, but if you’re not planning on 
stopping, there’s plenty of opportune places to park for free along the main road through Orton 
Waterville and its side streets. 

1. As you leave the pub car park, turn right and walk along the road, heading downhill until you reach 

the end of the road, where it meets the A605. Cross over the road and head right a short distance. 
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Turn left, heading through a metal gate and down a wide track with a golf course on both sides. 

Continue on as the track bears round to the left and then back to the right, coming out at a railway line 

and crossing point. 

2. Cross the railway line and take the left-hand turning 

immediately after. Follow the trail as it bears to the right 

and cross over a small bridge. Follow the trail, which 

follows the River Nene on your right. After about 200 

metres, there will be a clearing on your right with a 

pond/lake. This clearing is popular with red kites. 

Continue on, with the River Nene on your right, for 

another 550 metres, passing by some moored narrow 

boats. When the Nene forks, continue to follow the path 

which should have the left fork of the river on your right 

still. After a short way, you will come upon a triangular 

junction of three paths. Turn right here and cross over the bridge.  

3. At the end of the bridge, turn to the right, following 

the trail a short way until you cross over another 

bridge. After crossing the bridge, turn left. Almost 

immediately after crossing the bridge, you will find a 

path leading off to your left. You have two options; left 

or straight on, both go the same way. Left: This path is 

a little more rugged and muddy, but follows the 

riverside offering nice views. It also has regular steps 

up to connect you with the easier route, should you 

change your mind. Straight-on: The easier route and runs parallel, but has a flatter, drier path. 

Whichever route you choose, simply follow the path with the river to your left, for around 2km.  

4. You will now have cleared the trees and passed an ornate 

wood carving on your right. Ahead will be a junction of paths 

with a bridge crossing over the river on your left. Do not 

cross the bridge, but continue straight ahead, following the 

grassy trail on the right-hand bank of the River Nene. Follow 

this path for around 1.8km, keeping the Nene on your left. 

You will come to a railway bridge (pictured right). Pass 

underneath this if possible. If not, climb the bank to use the 

crossing point. Continue to follow the river for approximately 

another 1.1km when you will reach a split in the river.  

5. Where the river splits, you will see a wooden footbridge 

off to your right. Use this to cross the first split of the river and then continue along the path, with the 
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Nene still on your left. In the distance, you will see a green canal lock and footbridge. Head towards 

this and use it to cross the River Nene. Follow the path that goes 

back along the Nene, back the direction you came from, but with 

the Nene on your left now. After a short way, you will enter some 

woods and bear around to the right, emerging out onto Mill Lane 

in the village. Follow Mill Lane, heading uphill and bearing 

around to the right, until you come out onto a road. To your right 

a church should be visible. Head this direction if you want to visit 

The Cuckoo pub, found just after the church and on your right. If 

you don’t want to visit the pub, head left onto Water End and 

after about 80 metres, the road ends and splits into several driveways. Take the marked footpath that 

leads off ahead and left, walking downhill through some trees, until you emerge at the River Nene 

again.  

6. Continue to follow the path, with the Nene on your left. You will come across some steps. Climb 

these steps and join the Green Wheel cycle route, which also runs parallel to the river, but a little 

further away. Continue along, passing a business complex, a residential area and a riding stables on 

your right, after which the cycle route will bear around to the right. You will now have joined the Nene 

Valley Railway line. Just ahead will be a bridge crossing the railway, but do not use it. Instead, 

continue straight on, staying on the cycle route. After approximately 1km, you will come to a road. Do 

not cross it, but follow it to the right, walking along the pavement. 

7. Continue following the road until you come to a roundabout, having passed a large golf course car 

park on your left, as well as a pub. Take the left-hand turning off the roundabout, keeping on the 

pavement, and then passing a garden centre on your left. Take the next road turning right and walk 

uphill. Continue ahead and you will return to The Windmill. 

 Pub 1: The Windmill 

The Windmill is on the Cask Marque Ale Trail. We stopped here for 

Sunday lunch and an ale after completing the walk. It was no 

coincidence the walk starts and finishes here! The pub is a hidden 

gem of Peterborough, tucked away in the village of Orton Waterville. A 

‘proper’ country pub full of charm and character. The restaurant area 

attached to the pub is 

fantastically decorated, as 

our pictures show, and the staff were just so friendly. 

Nothing was too much trouble. We both went for the roast 

pork, at £11.95 each. Although the price is a little higher 

than average, it was simply divine: Generous portions, 

double helpings of succulent crackling, homemade gravy 

and the Yorkshire puddings were decadent! There was a 
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good choice of ales available too. I went for the Broadside as it’s one my favourites from the Adnam’s 

Brewery. Highly recommend the Broadside, a dark, ruby-red beer with fruitcake and almond aromas. 

We rate this pub 5 out of 5! You can find opening times and contact details for The Windmill here.  

Pub 2: The Cuckoo 

This pub is located in the village of Alwalton and is also on the Cask 

Marque Ale Trail. The ale choice was limited, with only Doombar or 

Reverend James to choose from. The pub itself was very nice 

inside, with a log fire burning and a nice countryside feel to it. 

However, we have been here twice now, and on both occasions we 

have had to wait an unusually long time to get served. Very nice 

pub, but let down a little by slow service. You can find opening 

times and contact details for The Cuckoo here.  

Tips 

Although the underfoot conditions are perfectly fine, there are some patches of the circuit which have 

been churned up by horses and have gotten quite muddy. 

Ferry Meadows attracts a lot of wildlife enthusiasts, particularly bird watchers. Red Kites were nesting 

at the time and we passed many birdwatchers eager to get a snap. The route also has numerous 

purpose-built shelters and hides for watching and photographing the wildlife. 

Part of the walk goes under, and alongside, the Nene Valley Steam train line. It’s a preserved railway 

that uses part of the original London and North Western line from Northamptonshire into the Cathedral 

city of Peterborough, encompassing the stations of Yarwell, Wansford, Ferry Meadows (Nene Park) 

and Orton Mere. 

The Ferry Meadows Park itself has many other paths which intersect. We advise taking a copy of the 

walking trail map along so you can amend the walk to suit your needs. It can be found here. 
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