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The Easton-on-the-Hill & Wothorpe Grove 

Ramble 

Distance: 9.36 km 

Difficulty: Easy-to-Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy-to-moderate (+/- 217 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs and public toilets available in Stamford town centre. 

Wildlife: Yellow archangel, bluebell, two ancient small-leaved limes (Wothorpe Grove) 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The ‘Easton-on-the-Hill and Stamford Ramble’ circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: free parking is available at ‘The Meadows’ car park, located on Bath Row (satnav: 
PE9 2RB). 

1. From the car park on Bath Row, look for, and cross over, the small bridge that takes you onto the 

meadows. Walk diagonally-right across the grassed area to the top right-hand corner of the meadows, 

where you will find a gap in the fence and a well-worn path across another grassy meadow. Follow 

this path straight-on, ignoring any turnings off to the left or right, until you reach a footbridge which 

crosses the River Welland.  

2. Immediately after crossing the bridge, turn right and follow the river along (the river is now on your 

right), passing a bridge on your right and then passing under the A1 road. Continue to follow the path 
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until you reach the end of the river path and a bridge on your right. Here, do not cross the bridge; 

instead, join the lane and then immediately turn left and follow the hedge along. After about 100 

metres, turn slightly to the right and follow a narrow path between trees. You will come to a railway 

crossing. Cross with care and continue on up the hill, following the track. 

3. Continue to follow this track into the village. You will pass the National Trust property, The Priest’s 

House on your left.  

The Priest’s House is one of the smallest properties of 

the National Trust’s. The house was built in the 15th 

century. The building was likely appropriated by the 

Crown in 1545, when monasteries were dissolved. 

Alterations were made to the building during the 19th 

century, including the addition of the coach house. The 

building contains many interesting architectural features 

and houses a comprehensive exhibition on the mining 

and preparation of Collyweston slates, an important 

industry unique to the locality, but now defunct.   

Continue following this road until you come to a crossroad with High street to the left and Westfields to 

the right. Turn left onto high street and you will see The Blue Bell pub on your left. 

4. After leaving The Blue Bell, continue on along High Street until you meet a main road, the A43 

(Stamford Road). Here, turn left and follow the footpath at the side of the road for approximately 100 

metres, after which you will see a marked footpath on the right on the other side of the road. Cross 

over carefully and follow this path along. Keep to the path as it passes through Wothorpe Grove, 

where there are some ancient small-leaved limes as well as rare flowers. Continue along the path, 

passing by the now-derelict Wothorpe Towers.  

Wothorpe Towers (also known as Wothorpe House) 

was built between 1615 and 1623 by Thomas Cecil, 

Earl of Exeter, as a detached lodge for Burghley 

House. It was partially demolished in 1790 in favour 

of a working farm. The ruins have been under threat 

of demolition. After being abandoned for some time, 

the Towers and farm were purchased by Paul and 

Janet Griffin from the Burghley House Preservation 

Trust in 2004; they are in the process of renovating 

the whole property. The property is anticipated to be 

open for authorized visits in the future, but the property is currently private until renovation can 

be completed.  
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Continue on to cross over the A1. Follow the track straight-on until you come to a crossroad (opposite 

Burghley Golf Club). Turn left, crossing over to the right-hand side at the earliest opportunity, following 

the footpath along and downhill, heading back towards Stamford.  

5. As you come into Stamford, you will come to the 

William Cecil pub on your right with its welcoming beer 

garden. Carry on until you reach a crossroad with 

traffic lights; turn left along Station Road. At the end of 

the road, where there is a car park ahead of you and 

the road ahead is Gresley Drive, turn right, taking the 

tarmac path back into Stamford Meadows. Follow the 

path and retrace your steps back over the bridge and 

back to the start location on Bath Row.   

 

Pub 1: The Blue Bell 

The Blue Bell is an intriguing, but successful, combination of 

a village pub and an Italian restaurant. The food is an 

excellent mix of dishes drawn from both influences, at very 

reasonable prices and of a very good quality. The pub is the 

beating heart of the local community, regularly arranging 

fetes, live music, ale festivals and other events. There are 

always three real ales available to choose from, along with a 

beautiful beer garden. You can view their website here.  

 

Pub 2: The William Cecil 

The William Cecil is a hotel/bar/restaurant and part of the 

magnificent Burghley Estate. It offers a varied, seasonal 

menu making use of local produce where possible. Prices 

here befit the exquisite surroundings, but a drink here in the 

picturesque and floral gardens is a fitting end to this walking 

route. You can view their website here.  

 

 

Tips 

There are no tips for this walking route. 
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