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The River Glen & The Mermaid 

Distance: 8.04 km 

Difficulty: Easy-to-moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 10 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs, only 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The River Glen & Mermaid Ale Trail circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: Free, on-street parking is available along Rotten Row (satnav: 20 Rotten Row, PE11 
3RH). Look for the entranceway into a playing field for the best place to park.  

1. With your back to the playing field, set off right, along Rotten Row. Follow this road (which later 

becomes Rose Lane) until you reach the roundabout at the church. Go left onto Church Street / B1356 

and follow it until you reach the first pub, The Bull Inn, on the left. 

2. Continue on along Church Street / B1356 for precisely 1km, after which you require the right turning at 

a crossroads with Milestone Lane and Herdgate Lane, just past the turning for the Bulb Museum.  
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The Bulb Museum is dedicated to all those who created and worked within the flower bulb industry from 

1880 to today. Exhibits include a 1904 flower forcing glass house, Blacksmiths shop and the Spalding 

Cattle Market Auction Hall. Bulb Museum leaflet. 

3. The lane soon forks; keep left on the more prominent lane. Pass some agricultural and horticultural 

premises; you are walking through a famous flower-growing region of the UK. At the next junction, go 

left. At the next junction, just before you meet the main road, turn right onto White Cross Lane. At the 

next junction, just after a house, go sharply left to join another road, known as Woods Lane. 

4. After no more than a few hundred metres along Woods Lane, look 

for a signposted footpath on the right, between two houses (pictured 

left). Follow the path around the perimeter of the field in a clockwise 

direction. When you reach the opposite side of the field, join the road 

and go left until you come to the end of the road at a bridge. Cross over 

the road and then cross over the bridge to reach the second pub, The 

Mermaid Inn, with its simply superb riverside beer garden, and 

Surfleet’s famous ‘leaning church’. 

St. Laurence’s Church in Surfleet, known locally as ‘The Leaning 

Tower of Surfleet, is dedicated to St. Laurence, who was martyred on 

a gridiron roughly 1,800 years ago; the weather vane atop the church 

is in the form of a gridiron as a reminder of his death. The spire is 6’ 

4½” out of perpendicular, caused by the foundations of the church 

sinking into the fenland soil soon after it was constructed. According 

to legend, however, the spire actually ‘bowed’ to a passing knight, and 

that is what gave it its characteristic lean. A cross can be found near 

the door and marks the point directly below the tip of the spire.  

5. Exit the Mermaid Inn and cross back over the bridge. Turn immediately right, going through a gate to 

join a footpath that follows the River Glen. Follow this path for around 3km, enjoying the stunning views. 

You’ll pass under one road bridge before crossing a railway line. Just after the crossing, you’ll come to 

the third pub, The Ship Inn. At the road here, turn left and keep to the pavement on the right hand side, 

crossing over a bridge back over the railway line. As the road bends around to the right, take the next 

right and you are back on Rotten Row. Follow the road to return to the start location. 

Pub 1: The Bull Inn  Pub 2: The Mermaid Inn  Pub 3: The Ship Inn 
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