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The Witney & Wychwood Brewery Ale Trail 

Distance: 6.33 km 

Difficulty: Easy 

Dog Friendly: Yes (lead required in town centre) 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 146 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs & on-route 

Wildlife: Great-crested grebe, goldeneye, kingfisher, coot 

Endomondo route: Download here 

 

 

The Witney & Wychwood Brewery Ale Trail (Google Maps) 

Starting location: at a free, long stay car park near the centre of Witney (satnav: OX28 6GF). 

1. Exit the car park onto the road and turn right, walking downhill, following the road past one set of 

traffic lights and arriving at another. Cross to the other side at the lights and head right, past the fire 

station. Turn left just after the police station onto Holloway Road. Continue on uphill until you reach 

the end of the road. The first pub, The Three Horseshoes, should be on the left corner. 

2. Cross over the main road, taking care as it can be quite busy, and head down The Crofts, which 

should be almost directly opposite. After no more than 20 metres, turn left, following a sign pointing 
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you to Wychwood Brewery, home of the famous Hobgoblin ale! Head straight on and as the road 

bears right, there is the brewery. They do tours and have a shop!  

3. Continue on past the brewery and along the road. After passing The Old Rectory Mews on your left, 

turn right, then left, back onto The Crofts. Follow this road until it reaches its end (just after the right 

turn for The Springs) and bear off to the right, heading downhill along an alley. At the end of the alley, 

a playing field should be ahead and to your right. However, here you should turn left. Avoid the sharp 

hairpin left turn, instead taking the left turn that goes off at approximately a right angle to the alley. 

Walk along this path until you reach and join a residential street called Gordon Way. Follow Gordon 

Way until you come to a junction with the main road. Walk left a short way along the main road, 

crossing over to the other side when safe. Roughly 50m ahead is a turning into the industrial estate. 

Take this road and follow it along until you reach the subway under the A40.  

4. After the subway, the 

entrance to Witney lakes is 

ahead. Go through the gate 

and take the path straight 

ahead that follows the side 

of the lake. Follow it all the 

way, sticking to the side of 

the lake, until it eventually bears sharply left around the 

southern tip of the lake. Keep following the pathway as it 

meanders alongside the River Windrush. After several hundred metres, you come to a concrete 

bridge (pictured right) over the river. Take the 

bridge, head left and through a gate into a field 

that may contain livestock. Keep to the left 

perimeter and walk around until you reach a 

wooden gate with a latch. Go through and follow 

the path, leading you to another subway under 

the A40. Continue heading north, following the 

grassy, worn path, passing industrial units on 

your left and the River Windrush to your right. 

Keep going north until you come to T-junction 

with a path. (If you wish to visit Cogges Manor 

Farm, turn right here) Head left over the bridge, 

passing an electricity substation on your right. When you come to the roundabout, cross straight over 

onto Langdale Gate and walk along the pavement. You will pass public toilets on your right. When you 

reach the zebra crossing, cross the road onto the left hand side of the road, but instead of continuing 

on to the next roundabout, turn left. Not far ahead is the next pub, The Fleece.  

5. Continue on along this road all the way to St Mary’s Church. As you approach the church, turn 

right, past the front of the church graveyard, and then turn right again, crossing over the very wide 

road to walk on the pavement and head back into town. On this stretch you will find the next pub, The 
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Angel Inn. Continue, going straight over at the roundabout. Walking through the high street, you will 

pass numerous shops and food outlets. The High Street bears slightly right. On your left is the final 

pub on this ale trail, The Royal Oak. Leave the pub and continue along the High Street. Turn left at 

the roundabout. Go past Morrison’s and cross the road at the pelican crossing but keep heading in the 

same direction towards the traffic lights. Once at the traffic lights, turn right and head uphill, returning 

you to the car park where the walk began.  

 Pub 1: The Three Horseshoes 

The Three Horseshoes is a traditional, country pub run by a friendly 

family who always make you feel welcome. A log fire is lit in the winter, 

or there’s outdoor seating and a fantastic beer garden for the summer. 

Their wine list id described as ‘eclectic’ or there are a choice of three 

ales to choose from. Their website is here.  

Pub 2: The Wychwood Brewery 

Not strictly a pub, the Wychwood Brewery is too good to be missed if 

you’re out walking or ale trail-ing! Here is where the famous Hobgoblin 

ale is made! Call in at the shop and buy a Hobgoblin at the source, or 

take a brewery tour and find out exactly how it’s made! (£8.50 pp, lasts 

two hours, advance booking advised and can be made online at their 

website here).  

Pub 3: The Fleece 

 

The Fleece is an upmarket hotel and restaurant located in an 

Oxfordshire Inn dating back to Georgian times. The restaurant prides 

itself on serving fresh, seasonal food accompanied by quality pints 

and fine wine. They also have guest ales; on this occasion I went for 

the Scrum Down, which was golden, light and full of flavour. Given it’s 

a rugby world cup ale, it’s unlikely to be available forever. Their 

website is here. 

 

Pub 4: The Angel Inn 

 

The Angel Inn is more of a ‘boots-and-braces’ type pub, but don’t let that put 

you off visiting. It has stayed true to what a ‘proper pub’ should be and the 

authenticity gives it character. Oodles of it. The bar staff are so welcoming 

to locals and strangers alike. Not to mention they have a brilliant selection of 

ales to choose from, including their very own Angel Inn ale. It has got to be 

tried while you’re in Witney. You won’t find it anywhere else… and it’s good!  
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Pub 5: The Royal Oak 

 

The Royal Oak is a charming and cosy little pub on the edge of Witney town 

centre. Like many of the pubs in Witney, it has a great selection of ales and 

the food menu is diverse and comes in good-sized portions. A pint might be 

considered a little expensive by some, but it’s the fifth and final ale stop on 

this trail for a reason. Well-kept beers and great atmosphere!  

 

Tips 

There are no tips for this ale trail. 
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