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Caves, Crags & Crash Sites 

Distance: 7.64 km 

Difficulty: Easy 

Dog Friendly: No 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 76 metres) 

Toilets: At the pub, garden centre and visitor centre 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The ‘Caves, Crags & Crash Sites’ circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: Park for free at the car park 
by the station on the corner of Elmton Road 
and Welbeck Street (satnav: S80 4HD).  

1. From the car park, set off right along Elmton 

Road. At the end of the road, turn right onto 

the main road (Mansfield Road). Follow the 

pavement until you reach the roundabout; go 

left, signposted the B6042. Almost 

immediately, turn right onto a footpath which 
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then merges with the road, Crags Lane. Follow this road, 

through some metal gates after which the road becomes a 

path, until you reach the entrance to Creswell Crags (pictured 

left).  

2. Follow this footpath into Creswell Crags. Where the path 

forks ahead, bear right. Then, after a short way, take the path 

to the right once again, keeping the tight to the tree line on 

your left. The path should then climb steeply uphill and around 

to the left, again keeping to the tree line on your left. Follow 

the well-worn and waymarked path ahead, passing a large solar farm to your left. The path will cross 

several fields until you emerge out onto a road. Go left along the road. 

3. Almost immediately turn right onto a tree-lined track accessible through a gate. Pass the 

church/chapel on your right. At the crossroads, turn left and walk along the road. Ignore the next 

turning to the left and then turn left at the crossroads ahead, which should bring you onto the busy 

A60 road and pavement. Follow this road and you will soon come to a turning on the right will take 

you to the Garden Centre with a café and toilets, should you wish to visit. Continue on along the A60 

for another few hundred metres until you reach a bus stop and a house on the left. Turn left here and 

head down the bridleway.  

4. Follow the track until you reach the car park at the end. Here, on the right, you will find the WWII 

memorial (pictured right). 

The memorial is for a Canadian crew that died here on 05 

August 1944 when their Vickers Wellington HE 821 bomber took 

off from RAF Gamston on a training flight but ran out of fuel on 

the way back, causing their engine to fail and to crash heavily in 

a field nearby. Flight logs record the plane as having flew at 

150mph, while the had been briefed to fly at 140mph, which may 

have accounted for excessive fuel consumption. All five crew on 

board lost their lives. 

5. Pass through the car park and enter the Visitor Centre. 

Head downstairs to access the footpath through to Creswell 

Crags. There are multiple paths to take, but all generally bring 

you out onto the water edge, at the start of the valley (pictured 

left).  Here, you can walk down either side of the water, but 

the right-hand path offers the better crags. Alternatively, you 

can do the full loop around the water. At the far side of the 

water, you will have returned to the point where you enter 

Creswell Crags in Step 1. From here, simply retrace your 
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steps to return to the pub and then on to your starting point. 

 

Pub: Ours 

Ours is a new pub in Creswell and its name reflects its status as a 

community pub. It’s undergoing a rapid transformation and quickly 

earning a reputation for doing good food and good drinks. Well worth a 

visit to support the community and their pub.  

 

Tips 

This walking route allows you to explore Creswell Crags and the surrounding area without having to 

pay the expensive parking charges at Creswell Crags Visitor Centre. 

The garden centre café offers a great ‘light bites’ and sandwich menu for walkers; great quality food 

and at very reasonable prices. 

The A60 road is very busy and, although there is a pavement, it may not be suitable for dogs. 
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