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The Sproxton & Saltby Airfield Real Ale Trail 

Distance: 12.86 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 109 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs, only 

Wildlife: Red kite 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Sproxton & Saltby Airfield Real Ale Trail circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: Park for free at The Square in the village of Skillington (satnav: NG33 5HB).  

1. Set off down Church Street, opposite the Cross Swords pub. When you approach the first of two 

triangular junctions, keep to Church Street (bears left), then at the second triangular junction continue 

on along Sproxton Road (bears right, with some houses on your right). 

After approximately 1,500m, turn right onto the signposted Viking Way 

route. After a short way, turn left onto a path marked by a yellow marker 

post. Follow the indicated path across two fields, heading into the 

wooded area ahead. 

2. Follow the path through the woods and join onto a concrete track 

road, heading left along it. You are now on a perimeter track (peritrack) for the historic Saltby Airfield. 
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Saltby Airfield, formerly RAF Saltby, was built and used from 

January 1942 through 26 September 1955. It served both the 

Royal Air force and the United States Army Air force (referred to 

by its codename USAAF Station AAF-538).  Primarily a 

transport airfield for soldiers, Saltby Airfield consisted of three 

large tarmacs that allowed large transport planes to land and 

often saw Douglas C-47 and C-53 Skytrain transport planes 

landing here. The airfield was used by troops from the RAF 

Harlaxton and Harlaxton Manor 1st Airborne Division as a 

transportation hub, including transports to major battles and cities for the duration of WWII. The airfield 

is now used by Buckminster Gliding Club.  

3. Follow the peritrack past the southern runway end, before bearing left. At the yellow marker post, 

pass through the gap in the fence before turning left. Follow the clearly marked path, past a quarry 

site, eventually coming out onto a road. Go left and follow the road all the way into the village of 

Sproxton. Follow Main Street ahead until you come to the 

Crown Inn. Leave the Crown and retrace your steps just a few 

metres, then turn right onto Buckminster Road and follow it for 

around 600m, looking for a signposted path and yellow marker 

post on the left (pictured right). Follow this path across the field, 

which then runs alongside a wooded area on your left (this is 

Buckminster Park). 

4. After approximately 1km, the enters a smaller field and climbs steeply uphill; follow the yellow 

marker posts visible throughout the field. You will eventually come out onto a tarmac road to the right 

of the church and vicarage. Continue straight ahead 

until you reach the main road, then go right to reach 

the next pub, the Tollemache Arms where you can 

sample three different ales for the price of one pint.  

5. Leave the pub and head back the way you came, 

but keeping to the main road this time and passing on 

by the vicarage on 

your left. Follow this 

road out of Buckminster for approximately 1km, after which, look for a 

lane off to the left with blue gates (pictured right). Here, you will find a 

stile and a yellow marker post immediately on your right. Take this 

path across the field. At the other side, emerge onto a lane and turn 

left. After a short way, the lane forks; bear right and follow this lane for 

around 2km, back into the village of Skillington and our final pub, the 

Cross Swords. 

mailto:alesandtrailsuk@gmail.com
http://www.alesandtrailsuk.co.uk/


© Ales and Trails UK 
Contact: alesandtrailsuk@gmail.com 
Website: www.alesandtrailsuk.co.uk  

 

  Pub 1: The Crown                  Pub 2: Tollemache Arms        Pub 3: The Cross Swords 

 

Tips 

There are no tips for this walking route. 

mailto:alesandtrailsuk@gmail.com
http://www.alesandtrailsuk.co.uk/

