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The Hawkshead to Carron Crag Ascent 

Distance: 14.36 km 

Difficulty: Hard 

Dog Friendly: No 

Ascent/Descent: Strenuous (+/- 599 metres) 

Toilets: At the pub and visitor centre 

Wildlife: Woodcock, wood warbler, crossbill 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

Starting location: Ample parking can 
be found at the Moor Top car park 
(LA22 0QQ), although charges apply 
(£5.90 for all day). However, there are a 
number of laybys along the road where 
you can park for free. 

1. From the car park, head away from 

the road and into the forest. At the first 

fork, go left. Then, at the next fork, go 

right and then immediately go left onto a 

narrower path, indicated by a yellow 

and blue way-

marker (pictured). 

The path will soon 

join a forest track 

once more. Where 

the track bears 

sharply left just ahead, it forks once 

again; take the right-most track also indicated as a bridleway (pictured left). Follow this 

track for around 1.2km, after which you will come to two consecutive Y-junctions 

(pictured right). Keep to the left, as indicated in the image. 

Immediately after, ignore the path off to the left; keep to the wider 

track, should now be indicated by red and green marker posts. 

Follow this way-marked route all the way to the summit of Carron Crag (1,030ft), 

the highest point of Grizedale Forest, where you can enjoy spectacular views of 

the surrounding area. 

2. Continue along the red and green way-marked path, now descending downwards, passing a ring-

shaped sculpture and entering into gloomy woodland. When you come out onto a track, cross over 

and continue onto the trail now marked by red-only way-marker posts. Follow this trail all the way to 

the Grizedale Visitor Centre, where you can use the toilets and café. Exit the visitor centre by 

following the signs for the white way-marked Grizedale Tarn Trail, which should take you over the 

‘The Hawkshead to Carron Crag Ascent’ circular walking route (Google Maps) 
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road and through a car park, before joining a winding trail that heads uphill and will now be marked 

with white and green marker posts. Cross over the bridge and continue following the white and green 

trail, passing several zip-wire stations and passing by a giant stile with some 

stepping stones (pictured left). Follow the path as it joins a track, until you 

come to the large Grizedale Fox sculpture (pictured 

right). At the Fox, depart from the track, taking the 

path on the left that descends into the tress.  

3. After 400 metres, you will come out onto a U-

section of forest track; take the left-most track. 

After a further 500 metres, take the narrower way-marked path on the right 

into the tress. Use the duckboards to avoid boggy areas. You will emerge 

out into an open area with a 4-way junction of paths/tracks ahead (pictured 

left). To cut the walk short and return to the start location, go left. To 

continue the walk, go right in the direction of Esthwaite Water. Follow the 

track, going through a small yard and into a field. Here, keep to the left-

most perimeter of the field, aiming for another gate ahead. Follow the 

obvious worn grassy/stoney path as it descends through the fields. At the 

bottom, follow the path through the trees, with a large stream and some 

houses visible to your left. Continue through the residential area ahead 

until you come out onto a road, which can get busy at times. 

4. Go left along the road, with views of Esthwaite Water to your right, following the road all the way 

into the village of Hawkshead. At the ‘no entry: except buses’ sign, go straight-on onto Main Street 

and into Hawkshead village centre. Keep going until you reach the Queen’s Head pub. Continue 

ahead onto a small pedestrian-only section, walking directly past the front of the pub. At the small, 

yellow cottage, turn left and follow the lane ahead, passing several houses and ignoring any turnings 

off to the left or right. The lane, known as Vicarage Lane, will descend steeply uphill for almost 1km; 

where Vicarage Lane bears off to the left, keep going straight-on. The path will then merge with a 

forest track; keep to this track, heading in the same direction, all the way back to Moor Top car park, 

ignoring any routes off to the left or right 

Pub 1: The Queen’s Head 

The Queen’s Head in Hawkshead is a little more-expensive than the 

other pubs in the village. However, the food is of a superior quality and 

the pub is bursting with character and atmosphere. The pub also offers 

a selection of three local Cumbrian ales; order the ‘sample platter’ to 

get three 1/3 pints and try them all! View their website here. 

Tips 

There are no tips available for this walking route. 
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