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The Sempringham Priory & Princess Gwenllian 

Memorial Stone Trail 

Distance: 5.26 km 

Difficulty: Easy 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 60 metres) 

Toilets: At the pub only 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Sempringham Priory & Princess Gwenllian Memorial Stone circular walking route (Google Maps) 
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Starting location: free parking can be found at 
the car park on the left of West Road (satnav: 
30 West Road, NG34 0QU).  

1. Head to the far end of the car park and look 

for a narrow path/cut leading through onto the 

main road running through Billingborough, the 

B1177. G right and walk along this road, 

passing by a Co-op, the Post Office and then 

the Fortescue Arms (walk before ale!). After a further 50 metres, turn right onto Birthorpe Road and 

walk along this quiet road. After leaving Billingborough, continue to follow the road until you reach the 

small village of Birthorpe. Take the marked 

footpath on your left that runs immediately 

to the right of a large farm building (a 

shed/barn). 

2. Follow the path as it crosses over two 

agricultural fields, heading towards the 

church you can see ahead. The path will 

bring you to the church’s entrance gate.   

There was a Saxon church at Sempringham, in the marshy fens near Billingborough. Around 

the year 1100, Jocelin of Sempringham replaced that Saxon building with a new church 

dedicated to St. Andrew. Jocelin had a son named Gilbert, and it is this Gilbert of 

Sempringham whose name will forever be 

associated with the site.  

The church you see ahead, known as St. 

Andrew’s Church, is much smaller than the 

original church that was first constructed in 

the 12th century. By 1788, the church was in 

a serious state of disrepair, so the chancel 

and transept were pulled down, leaving the 

14th century tower now, unusually, at the east end of the church. There is a Norman doorway, 

protected by a 19th century porch, built to mark Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. On the 

exterior south wall of the tower, there is a memorial to St. Gilbert, and in the porch is an 11th 

century grave cover found in the churchyard. Sempringham Priory was a double house 

attached to the church, with provision for both men and women (though the genders were 

segregated) and grew to provide a home for 200 nuns and 40 canons.  

3. Continue on past the church, ignoring any marked footpaths off to your left across the fields; keep 

to the track ahead. After approximately 200 metres, where the track crosses the Marse Dike, you will 

find the Princess Gwenllian Memorial Stone on your right. 
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When Edward I defeated Prince Llewellyn of Wales in 

1283, he captured the prince's 17-month-old daughter 

and heir, Gwenllian. Edward could not bring himself to 

murder the child, but feared her presence as a focus 

for Welsh rebellion, so he asked the Prior of 

Sempringham to admit Gwenllian to the priory. In 

1327, his grandson Edward III visited the priory and 

provided an annual stipend of 20 pounds to pay for 

her keep. The princess was not a nun, and not in holy 

orders, she was a prisoner, unable to leave the priory. 

Gwenllian lived out her days at Sempringham and 

died in 1337. A memorial made of Welsh slate to the 

'last princess of Wales' stands on the path to St. 

Andrew’s church, and is a frequent destination for Welsh pilgrims.   

4. At the memorial, bear left on the track as it follows Marse Dike on your left. The track passes some 

agricultural buildings on your right before emerging onto the B1177 main road. Go left, walking back 

along the pavement until you enter into the village of Billingborough once more. Continue on along the 

road until you return to The Fortescue Arms. From here, simply retrace your steps to return to the 

starting location. 

Pub: The Fortescue Arms 

The Fortescue Arms is a centuries-old, award-

winning pub and restaurant that retains much of its 

wonderful charm, character and atmosphere. The 

pub offers an excellent variety of local and real ales 

to taste and a beautiful beer garden in which to 

savour them! You can’t come to Billingborough and 

not visit this pub. You can view their website here.   

Tips 

There are no tips for this walking route. 
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