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Markfield: The Hill Hole Quarry Nature Reserve 

Distance: 2.53 km 

Difficulty: Easy 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 65 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs only 

Wildlife: White-clawed crayfish, peregrines, migratory warblers, upright chickweed 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Markfield & Hill Hole Quarry Nature Reserve circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: park for free in the 24h car park on 
Upland Drive in the centre of Markfield (satnav: LE67 
9NP).  

1. Exit the car park and go along Main Street in the 

direction indicated by the red arrow. Walk along Main 

Street, passing by a Co-op on your left, until you come 

to a T-junction at the end of the road. Here, turn right 

onto London Road.  
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2. Follow the pavement along. Just past the turning for Church 

Drive, the pub The Bull’s Head will be on your left and the road 

bears right and becomes Forest Road. Look for a path off to the 

right that goes between two black railings (pictured left). Take 

this path.    

3. Once past the railings, turn left and go up some stairs, past 

some parking spaces on your left, then turning right onto Dabey 

Close. After a short way, you come to the end of the road; go left 

onto Church Drive. After another short distance, you will 

come to a triangular junction; go straight ahead, joining 

The Green (a road) and passing the church on your left. At 

the end of The Green, you will be presented with three 

options. Take the right-hand option, taking the narrower 

tarmac road passing to the left of three terraced houses. 

Go through the gate ahead and onto a track (pictured right) 

and into Hill Hole Quarry Nature Reserve.  

Markfield was once one of four whole granite hills in the area, with a quarry first opening here 

in 1852. The quarry was a dangerous place to work, with at least six deaths being recorded in 

the latter half of the 19th century. Quarry dust was also a perpetual problem and workers would 

all grow moustaches to prevent the dust getting in their noses. Eventually, other quarries took 

over in the area and Hill Hole Quarry was filled with water. Before running water came to 

Markfield, locals would use the quarry as a communal bath. The site is now a nature reserve 

and within its waters, you will find the reserve’s rarest species, the white-clawed crayfish. 

4. After the gate, follow the track for approximately 25 metres and then 

turn left onto a footpath. Continue along the path. At a junction where 

there are some fence panels ahead, take the right-hand path, heading 

uphill (pictured left).   At the next junction of paths, go left and after a short 

distance, you will come to the 

Markfield trig point and toposcope 

(pictured right).  

Where the toposcope is situated, there used to be a 

pillbox used by the Royal Observer Corps. Men would 

sit in the pillbox and use handbooks to identify planes 

German fighters and bombers based on their 

silhouettes. A wooden lookout tower used by the Home 

Guard used to be situated on the hill also, but was set 

fire to as a celebration after the end of the Second World War. 
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5. Return to the junction and go left, continuing along the path through the nature reserve and joining 

the side of the quarry. Follow the path around the left-hand side of the quarry, emerging onto a road 

(Hill Lane) at the northern edge of the quarry. Go right, walking along the pavement, passing through 

a small car park, continuing along Hill Lane and ignoring the public footpath off to the right. At the T-

junction at the end of Hill Lane, turn right and go along the pavement alongside Ashby Road. You will 

come to our second pub, the Queen’s Head. At the pub, turn right down the junction marked as ‘no 

entry’ (for vehicles), onto Main Street. Continue along Main Street until you reach the starting location 

of this walk. 

Pub 1: The Bull’s Head 

The Bull’s Head in Markfield is now reputedly the oldest 

enduring pub in the village. It’s a traditional two-roomed locals’ 

hostelry, consisting of a public bar with a pool table and a 

smaller intimate lounge bar. Unsubstantiated local lore 

suggests that in long bygone days, a milking parlour occupied 

the space which is now the lounge bar, whilst a small cottage 

was situated at the other end of the pub, leaving just a very 

small licensed premise in-between the two. Out the back is a large partially covered tarmaced 

courtyard furnished with picnic tables; perfect for a pint of Marston’s Pedigree!  

Pub 2: The Queen’s Head 

The Queen’s Head, located at the northern end of 

Markfield, is an impressive ale establishment offering the 

perfect location, and beer garden, in which to savour real 

ales after enjoying the Hill Hole Quarry Nature Reserve. It’s 

another Marston’s Brewery-owned pub, so you know what 

you’re getting here. Friendly welcome, good selection of 

ales… well worth a call-in.  

Tips 

There are no tips for this walking route. 
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