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Southrey Water Rail Way & Bardney Limewood 

Distance: 13.04 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes (some sections will require a lead) 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 44 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs, only 

Wildlife: Water rail 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Southrey Water Railway & Bardney Limewoods circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: at the free car park located 

behind The Riverside Inn pub in Southrey (satnav: 
LN3 5TA). There is parking for around 20 vehicles. 

1. From the car park, head away from the pub, 

through a gate onto the riverside path. To your left, 

you will see the old Southrey station (pictured 

right). However, you should go right along the path 

that was once the water railway line.  
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The Southrey station saw its last passenger service depart in 1970. Village mail, as well as parcels of 

butterscotch made at the famous Quincy family dairy, would also leave via this important travel link .  The 

new Water Rail Way route, named after the water rail bird that inhabits the area, is now part of the 

national cycle network  and follows the route of the former Lincoln to Boston Railway Line, leaving 

Lincoln alongside the River Witham and passing Washingborough, Bardney and Southrey on the way to 

Kirkstead Bridge and finally to Boston. 

2. Follow this path, passing by the two wooden pig sculptures (pictured left). 

Head straight on at two crossroads with permissive bridleways heading off to 

the right. After having walked almost 3km on the Water Rail Way, you will 

come a gate where the path bears right across a field. Do not go through the 

gate, but instead, follow the path 

(pictured right); ahead, you will see a 

wood that is one of Lincolnshire’s famous Limewoods.  

The Limewoods are some of the most ancient woodlands 

(up to 8,000 years old!) in England and are have the 

designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) status. 

They have been used for centuries; as a source of food and 

shelter in the Stone Age, and as a source of fuel and timber 

for medieval monks. The Limewoods once dominated the landscape, but where cleared to make way for 

crops and cattle, and are now fragmented. They are now home to numerous animals, including bats and 

butterflies.  

3. As you near the Limewood ahead, follow the path around to the 

left, onto the Viking Way. Keep going straight ahead, along the 

track, with views of the Bardney sugar factory off to your left 

(pictured left). Keep going straight-on until you come out onto the 

B1190 road. Cross over, walk 20 metres left, then take the 

signposted ‘New Viking Way’ footpath. Follow the waymarked path 

through the narrow area ahead, through the gates and then across the 

field, following the worn path. There may be horses present here. Cross 

straight over the road (Wood Lane) and keep following the way-marked 

path. You will come out onto a road (Abbey Road). 

4. Go left along Abbey Road, until you reach Bardney Abbey Farm and 

the old water tower (pictured right). Here, take the path on the right, 

keeping the hedge on your right. Cross the first field and then, halfway 

across the second, look for a signposted path off to the right, across the 

middle of the field and into the tree-line ahead. Follow the path through a 

small field that may also contain horses and emerge onto the road, which 
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can be busy. Follow the road all the way back into Bardney, until you come to our first pub, The Old 

Angel Inn. 

5. At the pub, turn left and then turn left again at the post office 

and war memorial, which should put you on Silver Street. Follow 

this road for approximately 1km, after which you will find a 

signposted path off to your right (pictured left), opposite a farm 

entrance. Take this path, 

following the driveway as it 

bears right and then left, before 

becoming a track. Follow this 

track straight-on, passing to the side of the Rase logistics depot. At 

the road (pictured right), cross straight over into the Limewood 

ahead. Now, simply follow this track through the Limewood, all the 

way back into Southrey and then straight-on again to reach The 

Riverside Inn and the car park where this walk began. 

 

Pub 1: The Riverside Inn 

The Riverside Inn in Southrey has a nice beer garden area on a 

riverside location, making it a great place for a pint in the summer at 

the end of this walk. It’s a favourite among locals and offers 2 to 3 

different real ales to choose from.  

Pub 2: The Old Angel Inn 

The Old Angel Inn is located in the centre of Bardney. It should be 

noted that the pub does not allow dogs inside, but there is plenty of 

seating outside. The ‘Wicked Blonde’ ale from the local Horncastle 

Brewery is available. While creating this walk, we opted for lunch 

here and were able to get a panini, a baguette and two pints for a 

very reasonable £14. Highly recommend. 

Tips 

This walk would be suitable in Winter as the paths and tracks are generally firm under-foot. 
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