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Baston: Roman Roads & Farmland Tracks 

Distance: 9.37 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 56 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs only 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
Baston’s Roman Roads & Farmland Tracks circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: you can either park your car at the Hare and Hounds pub in Greatford (satnav: 
PE9 4QA), if you plan to visit afterwards, or there is plentiful on-street parking available nearby on 
Main Street. 

1. Facing the Hare and Hounds pub, go left along Main Street, 

through the village of Greatford. Follow this road for approximately 

1.6 kilometres, after which you will come to a ‘triangular’ T-junction. 

Take the road off to the left, signposted to Wilsthorpe (pictured 

right).   
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2. Follow the road along. After 500 metres, where the road 

bears left and then right, there is a signposted footpath on the 

right, which goes into a strip of woodland (pictured left). Take 

this path. Cross over a wooden footbridge and the path 

continues on, this time 

out on the field edge. 

At the end of the field, 

the path turns right. 

After 10-20 metres, look for a yellow marker post indicating a 

path off to the left (pictured left). Take this path. After a short 

distance, you will come out at a road. This is King Street. 

King Street is a modern road that follows the line of a 

Roman road that ran on a straight course in eastern 

England. Archaeological work has revealed more of its length than is in use nowadays. Its 

course is regarded as having run from the boundary between Ailsworth and Castor, at the 

north-west corner of Normangate Field, just north of the River Nene (TL113980). This is where 

it left the Roman Ermine Street, north-west of Durobrivae in what was by the end of the 2nd 

century, an extensive industrial region producing tiles, metalwork and particularly, pottery. 

Ermine Street was one of the strategic roads built in the 1st century, early in the period of the 

Roman occupation of Britannia. The features of King Street are consistent with it having 

formed part of a development of the region, along with the Car Dyke, in the reign of Hadrian 

(117–138). It may well have been a result of Hadrian’s visit to Britannia in 122; fairly early in 

his reign and just after he had spent time sorting out the Limes between the Rhine and the 

Danube. 

3. Here, cross straight over King Street and walk along the road. At the crossroads, cross over using 

the traffic lights and continue straight on. At the newsagents/post office, turn right onto Church Street. 

Pass the church on your left and just ahead, where the road bears left, there will be a signposted 

footpath on the right. Take this path, crossing straight over 

at two roads, before emerging into farmland. Continue 

straight-on over two fields. As you approach a farm 

building (pictured left) take the marked path between the 

hedge and the farm building. Keep to this path all the way 

until it comes to a gate out onto the busy A15 road. Here, 

cross straight over, go left along the road for about 15 

metres, then turn right onto the signposted bridleway. 

Follow the bridleway for around 1.4 kilometres, before 

crossing straight over King Street once again.  

4. Take the path ahead through the wooded area, which comes out at a field edge. Here, follow the 

path ahead and across the field. Depending on farm activity, you will either come out at a track or 
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continue on through the field. Either way, you are heading for 

a track running past a barn you should be able to see in the 

distance (pictured right). Pass by the barn and, after 75 

metres, turn left onto a path that is not marked. The path runs 

along the left edge of the field. 

5. Carry on along this path. After several hundred metres, 

there is a way-marker indicating a path to the left. If it is not 

overgrown, you can take this route, or you can continue 

straight on. Either way, you will come to the edge of the field, where there is a wooded area, and the 

paths will converge. Follow the path diagonally across the next field and you will come out onto a 

road. Go right and then turn left. This will bring you back onto Main Street and return you to our 

starting location.  

 

Pub 1: The White Horse 

The White Horse in heart of Baston places emphasis on 

creating a friendly setting, with great food, a warm welcome 

and smiling staff. The pub was carefully restored in 2013, 

when The White Horse name re-emerged after 40 years, 

bringing a welcome drinking den back to the village of 

Baston. The interior is adorned with all manner of weird and 

wonderful treasures and trinkets, including the Sycamore 

Tree trunk from the Owner’s Farm which started over 100 

years ago. You can view their website here.  

Pub 2: The Hare and Hounds 

The Hare and Hounds is a ‘proper’ country pub, complete 

with the low-beamed ceilings, grand fireplace and a variety 

of real ales to choose from. The pub is walker-friendly, 

even choosing to display its own selection of walking 

routes that set off from the pub. On our visit, the pub was 

providing free bar snacks that consisted of pork pies and 

blue cheese. You can view their website here.  

Tips 

There are no tips available for this walking route. 
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