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The River Trent, Gunthorpe Lock & Lancaster 

Bomber Memorial Ale Trail 

Distance: 11.76 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 91 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs, only 

Wildlife: Nothing of note 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The River Trent, Gunthorpe Lock & Lancaster Bomber Memorial real ale trail (Google Maps) 

Starting location: Free parking is available in the layby 
on Hoveringham Road, near the entrance to Ferry Farm 
Park (satnav: NG14 7JP).  

1. From the layby, with the river to your left, set off along 

the road. At the end of the layby, follow the signposted 
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footpath on the left to join the grassy bank of the River 

Trent. Follow this path for approximately 3km and you will 

come to Gunthorpe Lock (pictured left). 

2. Follow the footpath along the right-hand side of the lock. 

Continue to follow the footpath, bearing off right onto the 

roadway just before The Lighthouse Bar and Kitchen. Follow 

the road until you reach our first pub, The Unicorn. 

Immediately after the pub, turn right onto Main Street. Then 

turn right onto Peck Lane after 450m. Follow the lane and, just past the farm on the left, continue 

straight ahead to join a footpath across fields. At the end of the second field on the right, turn right, 

then turn left . Follow the signposted path ahead and across a field, before passing alongside a 

residence. You will come out onto a road where you will see our second pub, The Black Horse, 

ahead. 

3. With your back to the pub, set off right along Main Street. 

Follow it for some way, until you reach our third pub, The Old Vol. 

Exit the pub and retrace your steps back along the road a short 

way, turning left onto a signposted footpath/bridleway. Follow the 

path along the field boundary. Keep moving ahead to find a 

bridge over Dover Beck and the water mill house on the left. 

Continue ahead past the private house on the right then, when the driveway becomes private, take 

the signposted bridleway on the left.  

4. Follow this path ahead, passing by two fishing lakes on your left. Before reaching the far side of the 

second lake, turn right over a footbridge. Follow the path and you will come out onto a cricket field. 

Aim for the opposite side, where you will come to our fourth and final pub, The Reindeer Inn. Continue 

along the path down the right side of the pub until you come out obto the road; go right and then bear 

left at the junction after 130m onto Boat Lane. When you reach the bend at the river, folow the marked 

signpost left with the river on your right to reach the Lancaster Bomber Memorial site. 

The memorial commemorates two Avro II Lancaster 

bombers that both crashed two weeks apart in 1945. The 

first plane to come down was JB125, with pilot officer Guy 

Dunlop of the Royal New Zealand Air Force at the 

controls. At around 2150 on Friday 12 January, having 

flown a three-hour training flight with his British and New 

Zealand crew, Dunlop made his final approach to the 

Syerston airfield in conditions of poor visibility, surrounded 

by persistent drizzle beneath a cloud base no higher than 

6,000 feet. Flying beyond the runway, the Lancaster banked over a field and flew into the ground. 
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Sixteen days later, at 0216 on Sunday 28 January, the British and Canadian crew of LM308 were on 

their final approach having received landing instructions from the Syerston control tower. The pilot was 

warrant officer class 2 Richard Rathbone of the Royal Canadian Air Force. For reasons unknown, the 

Lancaster crashed at high speed and exploded. Eyewitness reports suggest that both port engines may 

have caught fire while the plane was still in the air. 

5. Retrace your steps to return to the road and continue along it a short way to return to the layby 

where you started. 

 

Real Ale Recommendations 

 

Please note, ales are subject to change and the above may not reflect current offerings 

 

Tips 

The first footbridge described in Step 4 was closed as of 29 September 2017 and was awaiting 

repairs as of 14 October 2017. It is not known when repairs will be completed. The bridge is still 

passable, but walkers do so at their own risk.  

Many of the fields contain livestock. While they docile and appeared comfortable with walkers, care 

should be taken and pets should be kept on leads. 
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