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The ‘Best Kept Villages’ of Cambridgeshire 

Distance: 10.10 km 

Difficulty: Easy 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 86 metres) 

Toilets: At the pubs only 

Wildlife: Otters 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The ‘Best Kept Villages’ of Cambridgeshire circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: at St. Andrew’s Church in 
Northborough, where you will find on-street parking 
(satnav: Church Street, PE6 9BN).  

1. Facing the church, head right along Church 

Street. Keep going until you come to Paradise lane; 

turn right here onto Paradise Lane and walk along. 

After some way, the tarmac road turns into a track 
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running alongside a tree line across a field. 

At the end, you will come to a large green 

bridge over the Maxey Cut (pictured right).  

Here, you may be lucky enough to see 

otters. The Maxey Cut, a large flood relief 

channel, contains roach and chub, which 

are preyed upon by the otters. However, 

in 2012, the Environment Agency began 

removing fish when water levels dropped 

and, as a result, the otter population has declined, but the populations have since recovered. 

2. Cross over the bridge and head straight on, down some steps. Turn left onto the tarmac lane and 

follow this to the end of the road. At the T-junction, turn right and follow the road all the way into 

Peakirk village. Keep going until you reach the Ruddy Duck pub. Take the right turn just before the 

Ruddy Duck, onto Rectory Lane. Continue ahead, where the 

road turns into a track across a field; follow it. At the end of the 

field, you will come to a small concrete area with a junction of 

paths (pictured left). Here, turn right and then follow the grassy 

track that bears almost immediately left. At the end of the path, 

you will join a road; go 

left and walk into 

Glinton Village. Pass to 

the left of the church and then turn right at the church 

(pictured right) onto High Street. You will pass the Blue Bell 

pub on your left. When you reach the main road (B1443), 

cross straight over at the zebra crossing and continue on 

straight ahead on Helpston Road. As you near the end of the 

road, the path bears off to the right and a footbridge takes 

you over the busy A15 and then rejoins the roadside pavement. Continue on. 

3. Turn right at the next road junction you come to, onto Main Road. Follow the roadside pavement 

along. The Golden Pheasant will be on your left 

after a few hundred metres. Keep to Main Road 

and follow it all the way through the village of 

Etton. After leaving Etton, you will shortly come 

to a narrow tarmac lane on your right signposted 

by a blue sign indicating the Green Wheel, 

Glinton and Peakirk. Take this lane and follow it 

all the way, passing through the tunnels under 

the A15 (pictured left). 
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4. At the end of the lane, you will come to a main road. Here, turn left and walk along the pavement 

until you reach The Pack Horse pub. Turn right at the pub, onto Church Street, and you will return to 

our starting location.  

Pub 1: Ruddy Duck 

The Ruddy Duck was built in the late 18th century on the site of the former 

Black Bull. It is the last surviving tavern of three that were once in Peakirk. 

The pub has an extensive menu, a good selection of ales and its 

‘Duckfest’ event is not to be missed. View their website here. 

Pub 2: The Blue Bell 

The Blue Bell is one of two remaining pubs in the village of Glinton. In 

front of the pub, a depression in the ground can be seen; this was once a 

pond used by firefighters for drawing water. The pub has an excellent 

selection of four real ales to choose from. View their website here. 

Pub 3: The Golden Pheasant 

The Golden Pheasant in Etton is a former Georgian era farmhouse and a 

grade II listed building. It’s a light, airy and modern bar with leather 

armchairs and a grand fireplace. The pub received a CAMRA Gold Award 

in 2010 and hosts an annual beer festival in spring.  

Pub 4: The Pack Horse 

The Pack Horse dates back to the 16th century and was 

probably once an almhouse. On the menu, you can get 

a pulled pork brioche bun with sweet potatoe fries and 

salad for just £5.50. The pub also serves three different 

ales, two of which come from the Caledonian Brewery in 

Edinburgh; Deuchars and Edinburgh Castle ales. The 

service is also of top notch standard. We recommend 

this pub. View their website here. 

Tips 

This walking route is centred around four of Cambridgeshire’s four best (arguably) villages. Etton has 

won ‘Best Kept Village’ in 1974 and 1975; Glinton won ‘Best Kept Village’ in 1992 and Peakirk has 

also won the prestigious award. 

There are lots of public benches along this walk, so you can take plenty of breaks, if required. 
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