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Rippingale & Kirkby Underwood Explorer Trail 

Distance: 11.85 km 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Dog Friendly: Yes 

Ascent/Descent: Easy (+/- 79 metres) 

Toilets: At the pub, only 

Wildlife: Red kite 

Endomondo GPS track: View/Download here 

 

 
The Rippingale & Kirkby Underwood circular walking route (Google Maps) 

Starting location: Free, on-street parking is available near the church and on Middle Street in 
Rippingale (satnav: PE10 0SU) or you can park at The Bull Inn (satnav: 3 High Street, PE10 0SR).  

1. Set off down Middle Street, with the church on your left, then turn 

right onto Station Street at the T-junction. At the junction ahead, bear 

left onto Dovecote, then go left again at the next road junction. Just 

ahead, take Grinders Lane ahead (pictured right). Follow the lane 

ahead, through the S-bend and continue on. Cross the wooden 

footbridge and continue ahead along the edge of the field. Continue 

straight-ahead, crossing the middle of the field (you may see an old 

wooden footbridge where the previous stretch of path used to run). Climb the stile ahead, following 

the path ahead through a small woodland and then into a second field with houses visible at the far 

end; aim for the ahead-and-left corner of the field, looking for a stile.  
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2. Climb the stile and follow the path onto the road. Go left, walking along the road, leaving behind the 

small village of Graby. At the next road junction, take the signposted footpath on your left, crossing 

over the field in a diagonal ahead-and-left direction, aiming for the centre-left of the small wooded 

area. Walk along the edge of the field to find the footpath into the wooded area. You will emerge into a 

tarmac layby; go right and cross over when you reach the main road, taking the signposted footpath 

on the other side. Follow this ‘tunneled’ path surrounded by vegetation all the way, passing by a large 

house on your left, before joining the tarmac driveway. At the T-junction, go left and follow the road for 

just over a kilometre, to bring you into the village of Kirkby Underwood. At the end of the road, go right 

onto Rippingale Road, which then bears left and becomes Stainfield Road. After one kilometre, just 

before you reach the large wooded area, take the signposted footpath on your left (pictured right), 

heading in an easterly direction. 

3. Follow this path, which keeps to the perimeter of the woodland, for 

around 1,200 metres. At the main road (A15), cross straight over and 

again take the signposted footpath, again for a further 1,200 metres. 

However, this time the worn path follows the field boundaries. Ensure you 

keep heading in an easterly direction until you come out onto a road and 

a church ahead of you. 

The Grade I listed All Saints’ church at Dunsby dates back to the early 12th 

century and is best-known for its 500-year old font and modern east window 

with an attractive picture of the Adoring Shepherds, with the Archangels Michael 

and Gabriel kneeling above and St. Nicholas and St. George.  

4. At the road, go left onto Doctors Lane. After crossing a small bridge over the Old Beck, pass a 

single house with a large converted outbuilding on the left. Shortly before the next house, take the 

signposted footpath on your left, following the path past a solitary tree. Take the path on the right after 

just a short way, crossing over the middle of the field. When you come out onto the road, go left and 

you will return to The Bull Inn and Rippingale Church. 

 

Pub: The Bull Inn 

The Bull Inn proclaims to be the inspiration behind the pub, of the same 

name, that features in Ambridge, the fictitious home of The Archers. The 

pub was taken over in October 2016 and the new owners have wasted no 

time transforming the pub into the characterful, friendly and welcoming 

establishment it is today. The pub is extremely walker-friendly, encouraging 

both local walkers and those from further afield, to use the pub as a base for 

walking in the area. You can view their website here.  
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